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2. References and Description Thereof 

Reference 1 : CD-ROM on which description and drawings originally attached 
to the request for Japanese Utility Model Registration Application No. 5-60113 
(Japanese Utility Model Registration Application Laid Open No. 6-50902) is 
recorded (The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company), July 12, 1994 
Claims, paragraphs 34-40, and figures 1-4 and 14-18; and 
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Claims 1,3, 6-9, 13 and 14 

The inventions relating to claims 1,3, 6-9, 13 and 14 are described in Reference 
1 cited in the Intemational Search Report and thus lack novelty and inventive 
steps. 



Claims 2, 4, 10, 11 and 15-19 

The inventions relating to claims 2, 4, 5, 10, 11 and 15-19 lack inventive steps 

on the basis of Reference 1 cited in the Intemational Search Report. 

Regarding pitch variation setting, a person skilled in the art could have easily 

conceived of arranging the long, middle and short pitches in this order so that 

the longest and the shortest pitches are not disposed adjacent to each other. In 

addition, it could have been properly achieved by a person skilled in the art to 

make the pitch arrangements of the right and left contact patchs, which are offset 

from each other, the same, i.e., to make the one reversely pitched from the other. 

1 



Claims 5 and 12 

The inventions relating to claims 5 and 12 lack inventive steps on the basis of 
Reference 1 cited in the International Search Report. Intervals of the pitches 
can be arbitrarily determined. 
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